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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 - 14, 16, 17, 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Duffield et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,461,427). 

The independent claim 7 will be analyzed first. 

3. As to claim 7, Duffield discloses an apparatus (television) for setting a video 
signal processing mode for reproduction of video signal in a disk apparatus equipped 
with a tuner (Fig. 1, 122, 124), comprising (see col. 2, line 33 and lines 37 - 46): 

means for detecting the type of broadcast signal received thru the tuner 
(controller 160) (see Fig. 1); 

means for comparing the detected broadcast signal type with video mode set 
data stored in the disk apparatus to determine whether the detected broadcast signal 
type corresponds to the video mode set data (controller 160) (see Fig. 3, steps 320, 330 
and 350); and 
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means for setting the signal processing mode of the disk apparatus to a video 
signal processing mode (controller 160) based on the result of the comparison (see Fig. 
3, steps 340, 360, col. 2, lines 33 - 65). 

As to claim 1 , claim 1 is a method claim corresponding to the apparatus claim 7. 
Therefore, claim 1 is analyzed and rejected as previously discussed with respect to 
claim 7 above. 

As to claim 2, Duffield teaches a method for setting signal processing mode for 
reproduction of signal in a disk apparatus wherein the broadcast signal is a video 
broadcast signal (see col. 4, lines 5-6). 

As to claim 3, Duffield teaches a method for setting signal-processing mode for 
reproduction of signal in a disk apparatus wherein the signal processing mode is one of 
an NTSC mode (see col. 2, 8). 

As to claim 4, Duffield teaches a method for setting signal processing mode for 
reproduction of signal in a disk apparatus wherein setting the signal processing mode of 
the disc apparatus (television) to a signal processing mode based on the result of the 
comparison comprises setting the signal processing mode of the disc apparatus 
(television) to a mode corresponding to the mode set data when it is determined, based 
on the result of the comparison, that the detected broadcast signal type corresponds to 
the mode set data (see Fig. 3, col. 5 lines 53 - 67, col. 6 lines 1 - 8). 

As to claim 5, Duffield teaches a method for setting signal processing mode for 
reproduction of signal in a disk apparatus wherein setting the signal processing mode of 
the disc apparatus to a signal processing mode based on the result of the comparison 
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comprises: updating the stored mode set data with data corresponding to the detected 
broadcast signal type; and setting the signal processing mode of the disc apparatus to a 
mode corresponding to the detected broadcast signal type when it is determined, based 
on the result of the comparison, that the detected broadcast signal type does not 
correspond^ the mode set data (see Fig. 3, col. 5, lines 13 - 52). 

As to claim 6, Duffield teaches a method for setting signal processing mode for 
reproduction of signal in a disk apparatus wherein setting the signal processing 

mode of the disc apparatus to a signal processing mode based on the result of 
the comparison comprises setting the signal processing mode of the disc apparatus to a 
mode corresponding to the stored mode set data when it is determined, based on the 
result of the comparison, that the detected broadcast signal type does not correspond to 
the mode set data, when the mode set data has been updated by a user (see Fig. 3, 
col. 5, lines 13-52). 

Hamada's teachings for rejecting claim 15 apply for claim 18 in its entirety. 

As to claim 8, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 2 apply for claim 8 in its 
entirety. 

As to claim 9, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 3 apply for claim 9 in its 
entirety. 

As to claim 10, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 4 apply for claim 10 in its 
entirety. 
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As to claim 1 1 , Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 5 apply for claim 1 1 in its 
entirety. 

As to claim 12, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 6 apply for claim 12 in its 
entirety. 

As to claim 13, claim 13 cites, "A disc apparatus, comprising: 

a receiver unit configured to receive a broadcast signal; 

a processing unit configured to process the signal received by the receiver 

unit; 

a reproduction unit configured to reproduce the signal, wherein the 

processing unit is further configured to detect a type of the broadcast 
signal received through the tuner, compare the detected broadcast signal type 
with stored mode set data to determine whether the detected broadcast signal 
type corresponds to the mode set data, and set the signal processing mode of the 
disc apparatus to a signal processing mode based on the result of the 
comparison." This claim reads on claim 7 which is analyzed above. 

As to claim 14, Duffield teaches a disk apparatus (television) comprising a 
memory (162) (see Fig. 4, col. 3, lines 51 - 53). 

As to claim 16, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 2 apply for claim 16 in its 
entirety. 

As to claim 17, Duffield's teachings for rejecting claim 3 apply for claim 17 in its 
entirety. 
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As to claim 19, claim 19 cites, "The disc apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the processing unit is further configured to set the signal processing 
mode of the disc apparatus to a mode corresponding to the mode set data when 
it is determined, based on the result of the comparison, that the detected 
broadcast signal type corresponds to the mode set data." This claim reads on claim 
6 which is analyzed above. 

As to claim 20, claim 20 cites, "The disc apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the processing unit is further configured to update the stored mode set 
data with data corresponding to the detected broadcast signal type, and set the 
signal processing mode of the disc apparatus to a mode corresponding to the 
detected broadcast signal type when it is determined, based on the result of the 
comparison, that the detected broadcast signal type does not correspond to the 
mode set data." This claim reads on claim 6 which is analyzed above. 

As to claim 21 , claim 21 cites, "The disc apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein the processing unit is further configured to set the signal processing 
mode of the disc apparatus to a mode corresponding to the stored mode set data 
when it is determined, based on the result of the comparison, that the detected 
broadcast signal type does not correspond to the mode set data, when the mode 
set data has been updated by a user." This claim reads on claim 6 which is analyzed 
above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Duffield et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 5,461 ,427) as applied to claims 1 - 14, 16, 17, 19-22 
above, and in view of official notice. 

6. As to claim 15, Duffield teaches all the claimed limitations as stated above except 
an optical disk apparatus. 

The examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the art to use optical 
disk in order to be able to store and retrieve data using a computer. 

As to claim 18, Duffield teaches all the claimed limitations as stated above except 
the DVD player unit. 

The examiner takes official notice that it is well known in the art to use DVD 
player in order to display digital video data. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kim (U.S. Pat. No. 5,361,099), Penney (U.S. Pat. No. 5,325,131), 
Citta (U.S. Pat. No. 5,283,653) and Ducart (U.S. Pat. No. 4,870,489) are cited to teach 
detecting and converting broadcast signals from one format to another. 
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Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mitiku Debelie whose telephone number is (571) 270 
1706. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:00 - 5:00 ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on (571) 272 7382. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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MEHRDAD DASTOURI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




